
Christians often find evangelism difficult to
understand, let alone do, and try to avoid it. It

is also a scary word for many. Evangelism is
assumed to be the responsibility of the pastor or other
church “professionals.” These attitudes do not have to
be if and Christians can be shown that effective evan-
gelism can be done from one’s own home.

Kamalam and her husband, a former bishop, set-
tled in a small village in South India following their
retirement. As the wife, daughter, and granddaugh-
ter of ministers, evangelism was of second nature
to her. During her active days of professional min-
istry, she did well-planned evangelism among the
Christians and non-Christians. Did this stop after
retirement? Not for Kamalam!

Her evangelism did not stop even after her hus-
band died. In India, it is very difficult for a Hindu
widow to survive with confidence in a Hindu socie-
ty, especially in a small village. Kamalam was a
Christian widow with strong faith, convictions, and
talents. After her husband’s death, she did not
retreat as Hindu widows do, but rather continued
to be an active witness to her faith. Her life contin-
ued to be productive till the end with doing evan-
gelism with her unique style.

Kamalam lived in a comfortable house with a
large and pleasant front porch. She began “sharing
the good news” with people in the village from day
one. Her front porch evangelism soon became pop-
ular. The village population included mostly
Hindus, some Moslems, and a few Christians. Her
front doors were always open to all who wanted to
enter. People of upper and lower castes, rich and
poor, conservatives and liberals, Christians and
non-Christians, sober and alcoholics, young and
old, women and men, intellectuals and illiterate: all
started entering her front porch any time, day or

night to hear the “good news” because they felt
welcomed.

The villagers had a special name for her house
and referred to it as “the Christian Bungalow.”
They called her fondly with respect, “Christian
Patti,” meaning Christian grandma. This made it
easier for her to share the good news with everyone
who entered her front porch. How she shared the
good news depended on the individual’s need and
intellect. The stranger was always welcomed with a
warm smile. The visitor got her undivided atten-
tion. She listened very carefully to their concerns
without being judgmental. Her sympathetic nature
and kind words made them open up to her even
more without any doubts or fear. She shared their
joys and sorrows, laughter and tears! She had won
their trust. They could confide anything in her.
They knew she did really care. Each individual
received the help they needed and good counseling.
When they left her front porch, all could see the
expression of some comfort on their faces as if
most of their burdens had been lifted.

How did Kamalam evangelize with these people
who did not know Christ? Did she overdo quoting
the scriptures or using Christ’s name? No, never.
Then how could she possibly spread the good news
among the non-Christians? To her, evangelism was
not about sharing the good news with a motive of
winning numbers for Christ! Her responsibility
was only to share the love of Christ with others
through her loving actions. While she did not
preach the gospel to them, she totally relied up on
the Holy Spirit and the Scriptures for her own
guidance and wisdom that was needed to do effec-
tive evangelism. Prayer was the main part of her
evangelism. She always prayed with the visitor up
on their request. The prayer was mainly for their
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concerns, which included the good news that her
loving God cares for them as well. The villagers
who experienced the love of Christ through her
without the fear of conversion from their own reli-
gion, kept wondering as they left her front porch,
“What makes this woman different from all the
others in the village?”

She learned that some young men in the village
had committed suicide as
they could not deal with the
stress in their lives. So she
taught a few young people
how to recognize the symp-
toms of depression and
requested them to bring
those young people to her
immediately so that she
could help them. Kamalam
helped these young people
realize how precious life is
and they do not have the
right to put a sudden end to
it, just because they did not
achieve some of their simple
goals. 

She nurtured their self-
esteem, so that they could
help themselves improve the
quality of their lives in future. She shared with
them the good news that our living God is loving
and forgiving and God’s grace is sufficient for them
to face any obstacles in life. She continued to pray
asking God to give these people some hope. A few
young men actually came to thank her for the
encouragement she gave them by sharing the good
news and giving them hope. When she saw some of
these men succeed in life, it put a great big smile on
her face. Is front porch evangelism worth trying?

Another young man in the village earned a lot of
money, but spent it all on drinking, thus ruining his
life and that of his family. When he approached her
for help, Kamalam was ready to share the good
news with him as well, but it required a lot of
patience. One evening he came running in to her
front porch, knelt down and touched her feet with
tears rolling down his cheek and said, “I am trying
my best to stop my drinking habit, but I am unable
to, for something inside me drags my feet towards
the liquor shop! Please do pray to your God for me.
There is something different about your God!”
Kamalam listened very carefully, without being

judgmental, and prayed for him. Her sound advice
and kindness gave him comfort and hope, some-
thing he did not experience in his religion. Again,
Kamalam echoed, “Do not give up! The good news
is that our God cares for you, too.” Did the man
hear the good news? There was a spark of hope in
his eyes as he left her front porch with gratitude.

Doing evangelism among non-Christians can be
complex. A Christian must
learn to listen well and be
patient in trying to be a
good witness for Christ to
those who have not had the
opportunity to know him.
Kamalam was effective
because she accepted these
people for what they were.
She was knowledgeable
about their religions and
showed them that she
respected them and their
point of views and beliefs
though they were different
than hers. At the same
time, her strong faith in
Christ gave her courage to
share the good news with
them in such a way with-

out causing anxiety in them. 
Kamalam believed evangelism was not about

making sure the villagers knew the Lord, but was
about making sure they knew that she did share the
good news well. Evangelism to her was about set-
ting a good example, so that others will want to
hear more about Jesus. Doing evangelism was part
of who she was, in word and deed. There is noth-
ing wrong in mentioning the name of Jesus Christ
and whose good news we are sharing when com-
municating with non-Christians. However, evangel-
ists like Kamalam learned very quickly that “shar-
ing the good news through loving actions is far
more effective than merely shouting the good
news.”

Another tool she used in her evangelism was her
sense of humor. According to writer Rabbi
Shmuley Boteach, “Humor allows us to approach
threatening subjects in a non-threatening way . . .
Most people find it difficult to receive information
from someone who has little or no sense of
humor.” In order to share the good news, one
needs people’s undivided attention. Kamalam
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understood this well and used her sense of humor
in sharing her faith by using it. There was always
laughter in her front porch! Who said anything
about evangelism has to be dull?

Many who came to visit ended up wanting to
know more about her God and the good news. For
most of them, there was no good news in life; it
was a struggle. Kamalam, after attending to their
worldly needs, whether it was hunger, illness, or
burden of the heart, shared with them good Bible
stories and they always wanted more. For them,
they were not mere stories, but stories of faith she
was trying to plant into their lives to give them
hope. Kamalam’s sharing was never one-sided. It
was a dialogue, for she encouraged them to ask
questions in order to understand the good news.

Evangelists sometimes get a bad name because
some believe that “the good news” belongs only to
“born again” Christians. One day a very conserva-
tive preacher stood on the footsteps of Kamalam’s
front porch and started attacking the Hindus and
Hinduism. He said that salvation can only come to
them if they become Christians. That was his style
of evangelism! 

Kamalam observed the confusion on the faces of
the Hindus. She did not want her efforts in show-
ing them the love of Christ to go to waste. So she
requested the preacher to stop attacking the
Hindus and their religion. She pointed out that this
was not the way to do evangelism because “the
good news” will become bad news if we don’t show
respect to others and accept them for who they are.
This took courage on her part to confront the
preacher in order to protect the innocent. Isn’t this
what Christ did?

No one can forget the agony caused by the
“September Eleventh” incident in our country.
Evangelism has become more important today than
ever. Kamalam’s story opens a door for all of us
who want to share the good news with others.
There are many Muslims and other non-Christians
living in fear and hopelessness in our midst today.
They are afraid to trust anyone. We can certainly
reach out to them in sharing the good news in a
nonthreatening manner through our listening
skills, an understanding heart, and kind deeds. We
can give them hope for the future by sharing with
them that the good news is not just for our benefit,
but for them as well. 

Please take a moment to imagine what would
happen if each member of the United Church of

Christ practiced “Front Porch Evangelism” from
their own home. If this could be done by each indi-
vidual, think how much more effective our Church
could be with its evangelism! It is said by some that
“Charity begins at home.” So also does evangelism,
for the “good news” is not from us or ours to keep.
It is a gift from God and each one of us is expected
to share it freely with others.

Let us all open our hearts and our front porches
and share the good news with others. Believe that
the Holy Spirit will guide you just like it did evangel-
ists like Kamalam. By God’s abundant grace, we each
have the ability to share the good news with all.

Kamalam’s favorite Bible versus for sharing the
Gospel:

1. God commands us to preach the Word 
(2 Tim 4:1–5)

2. God saves people through preaching of the
Word (Rom 10:17)

3. God wants us to be his ambassadors 
(2 Cor 5:18–20)

4. It is the least we can do considering what Christ
did for us (Lk 17:7–10) 

5. Christ commands us to bear fruit 
(Jn 15:1–8 and Lk 13:6–9)

6. Christ commands us to go (Mt 28:19–20)

7. We are to be witnesses in all parts of the earth
(Acts 1:8)

8. We are to bring good tidings (Isa 52:7)

Activities you can do in your local Church,
Women’s Guild, Men’s Groups, etc.:

1. There are many similar stories like that of
Kamalam you may know in your own family or
community. Share these stories with others and
encourage them to do personal evangelism.

2. It may be interesting and useful to print some of
these stories in a booklet form.

3. In small prayer groups, pray for personal wis-
dom to do individual evangelism as well as for
the Wider Church’s effective evangelism around
the world.

4. Start a small study group to learn about the
basics about religions of the world. Invite people
of other faiths to join your discussion. Take the
opportunity to share the good news with them.
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5. Find out how other denominations are doing
evangelism today. Discuss the similarities and
differences of their method of sharing the good
news with ours (UCC).

Kausie White has served as a Christian educator in a
local church setting for many years. She served on the
Board of Directors of the United Church Board for
World Ministries and is a former Executive Council

member. She also served on the planning committee of
the Third National Women’s Gathering. Currently she is
serving on the Family Ministry Team of the UCC. She is
a homemaker and is married to the Rev. Andrew P.
White, a member of the Evangelism Team of Local
Church Ministries, serving as a consultant with its
Capital Campaign Services.

* Kamalam was Kausie’s mother.
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For more information on Personal
Evangelism and Witnessing, contact:

David Schoen
Minister and Team Leader for
Evangelism
Phone: 216.736.3827
E-mail: schoend@ucc.org
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For more information, contact:

Kausie White
E-mail: kausiew@hotmail.com


